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OPINION 


Is America 
exceptional? 

As the situation in Syria 
has escalated, debate 
on our involvement in 
the troubled country 
has heated up. The 
country is in the midst 
of an uprisingand 
civil war. They have access to chemical 
weapons, which have proven to be extremely 
destructive. The civilian death toll of the civil 
war is currently around 80,000—many of 
which are children. 
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FEATURES 


Porter’s fight 
for his life 

When Frank Porter, 
director of JCJC’s 
Baptist Student Union 
entered the mission 
field, he was never 
quite sure where life 
would take him. Little did Porter know 
because of his desire to reach out and 
minister to others, his life would be forever 
altered and even literally saved. Porter is a 
graduate of JCJC; however, his life took him 
to many places before bringing him back 
home. 




JCJC administration, MDOT officials and local community leaders were on hand for the ribbon cutting for the new Highway 590 
extension. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


JCJC celebrates 
entrance opening 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Fall TV calls 
for adventure 

From comedies with 
situations that are 
taken right from the 
heart of the average, 
modern American 
family, to dramas full 
of action, mystery, and 
traumatic events, the fall TV lineup is sure 
to have something for everyone this season. 
“Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.” is a special 
group of meticulously-chosen individuals 
with superhuman abilities that travel the 
globe fighting for the good of mankind. 
-PAGE 5 


Reed Cooley 

STAFF WRITER 

Bobcat history was made on Monday, 
Sept. 23 as local and state political 
leaders gathered for a ribbon cutting at 
the site of the new Hwy 590 extension, 
which features an entrance to Jones 
County Junior College off of Hwy 11 and 
590. 

The $12 million highway extension 
project, awarded to Tanner 
Construction Company, adds a new 
route from Highway 590 to Highway 29. 
The 2.5 mile-long project, which began 
in October 2011, includes a 2,000 foot- 
long bridge. 

The ceremony was held at the 
college’s new entrance, which is off of 
Stadium Drive, located by the athletic 
fields. With its location next to the 
football stadium, congestion from 
football games should be alleviated. 

Dr. Jesse Smith, president of 
Jones, welcomed and recognized 
the people who helped contribute to 


this pivotal project. Some of those 
in attendance were Mississippi 
Department of Transportation’s 
Southern Commissioner Tom King, 
Representative Bobby Shows, Ellisville 
Mayor Tim Waldrup and Jones County 
Board of Supervisor President Andy 
Dial. 

John Carter, assistant to the 
president at JCJC, said, “The problem 
with giving credit to a development 
of this magnitude is that there are so 
many people who have helped. This 
entire movement can be easily labeled 
as a team effort. With this being said, 
however, people such as Bobby Shows, 

Commissioner Tom King, MDOT 

and our county officials have been 
absolutely crucial throughout this 
arduous process.” 

In addition, Smith stressed the 

importance that forthcoming 

generations recognize this undertaking 
as a team effort. “A project of this nature 
requires community effort,” he said. 
“With the help of former Congressman 


Gene Taylor, we were able to bring 
funds to the area and to this project.” 

The long-awaited southern entrance 
is sure to bring many new opportunities 
to the campus as well as the community 
both economically and for the safety of 
students and travelers. 


see ENTRANCE page 10 


DID YOU KNOW? 

Also that day, a Memorial 
Highway Dedication Ceremony 
was held for Wyonie “Sonny” 
Patterson, a former Ellisville 
police officer and JCJC campus 
police officer. 

The dedication was held on 
Holly Street at the intersection of 
Highway 11 and Hwy 29. 
Representative Bobby Shows 
sponsored the legislation for the 
Highway Dedication. 



SPORTS 


Bobcats 
cruise by 
Pearl River 

In a showdown turned 
letdown for their 
opponent, the 19th 
ranked Jones County 
Junior College Bobcats 
continued their winning ways with a decisive 
win over rival Pearl River Community 
College. Bobcat quarterback Steven Swindle 
threw for 331 yards and four touchdowns on 
the night to help Jones become a perfect 3-0 
on the season. 
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www.bobcatpress.com 


See our weekly online 
paper by scanning this 
code or by visiting us at 
www.bobcatpress.com 



Students flock to newly 
open Taco Bell, The Grill 



Student and faculty order from JCJC’s new Taco Bell. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Blake Holifield 

BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 

Jones County Junior College has a 
fast food giant among its ranks, with 
the long-awaited Taco Bell now open 
on campus. 

The project has been in the works 
for quite some time, and the Student 
Government Association has made it 
happen. 

“The new Student Union was a much 
needed asset to our campus because 
our students needed a place to hang out 
where they wouldn’t disturb classes,” 
said Sonya Davis, SGA sponsor. “It is a 
work in progress, but we are heading in 
the right direction.” 

Although Taco Bell does not feature 
a full menu, students still have access 
to the ever-famous Doritos Locos 
tacos and all the combo items. The 
drink machines will find Mountain Dew 
absent from their roster because this 
location only features Coke products. 

Another addition was also made in 
the form of The Grill, which specializes 
in burgers, hot dogs, French fries and 
more. The Grill also offers breakfast 
options for those who enjoy an early 


morning biscuit. Both restaurants 
are located in what used to be the 
game room, which is on the backside 
of the gym. That location has proven a 
challenge for students unfamiliar with 
the campus. 

“I don’t live on campus, so I didn’t 
know where the game room was,” said 
Trey Davis. “It literally took me forever 


to find because there’s not a sign.” 

Taco Bell is open from 10 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m., and The Grill is open from 7 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., which gives students all day 
to enjoy whatever meal they choose. 
Both restaurants are covered in the 
meal plans, which greatly diversifies the 
options a student has when choosing to 
eat on campus. 
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Gallery features Dick Ford's 'Faces' 


Kristen Poole 

STAFF WRITER 

JCJC hosted Dick Ford’s 
art show “Faces” in the 
Eula Bass Lewis art gallery 
from Aug. 26-Sept. 20. 

Ford had a reception 
and “Artist Talk” on Aug. 
29, where he talked to 
some JCJC art students. 
As students walked in, 
they could see his work 
in portraits, some painted 
and some drawn. They 
listened to his story about 
his work. 

“I like people’s eyes,” said 
Ford, as he discussed the 
portraits. 

He discussed the use 
of different mediums and 
canvases, his thought 
processes and inspirations, 
and he answered questions 
from students. 

Ford, a Smith county 


native, started drawing 
when he was younger, but 
he did not think he was 
good enough to go to an 
art school. He was later 
told he should go after 
many people saw one of his 
paintings. 

“I honestly didn’t think I 
was good enough to go to 
an art school,” Ford said. 

Freshman Shandi 

Bonner was able to walk 
through the gallery and 
see the artwork with 
fellow students from Art 
Appreciation class. 

“His techniques are 
very interesting. I like the 
difference in the drawn 
and painted artwork,” said 
Bonner. “He is very into 
detail and you can tell that 
in his work. I also like the 
fact that he was an artist 
from around here. He is a 
very talented artist.” 


This University of 
Mississippi graduate has 
had many of his award¬ 
winning paintings, 

drawings, sculptures, 
photography, short films 
and animations displayed 
across America, Europe 
and Japan. 

The next show will be 
held Sept. 30-Oct. 28, when 
eight former JCJC students 
will have their work 
displayed. A reception for 
the artists will be held Oct. 
10 from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Featured artists will 
include Hannah Adkins, 
Anna Dancsisin, Devin 
Fisher, Ethan Manning, 
Catie Murphy, Ryan 
Phillips, Michelle Sessions 
and April Shelby. 

The gallery, open 
Monday-Friday, is free and 
open to both students and 
the public. 


Artist Dick Ford demonstrates the golden section rule to art students. He explains how he 
geometrically proportions paintings before he begins his work. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 



Jane Jones talks to members of the Non-Traditional Student Association about how to obtain good grades and the 
importance of keeping good grades. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 

Jones shares study tips with NTSA 


Robyn Craft 
STAFF WRITER 

The Non Traditional 
Students Association 
(NTSA) is more than just an 
organization to meet new 
people; it is a place to gain 
important information 
that will help one succeed 
at school. 

There are meetings that 
encourage students to 
seek out help and let them 
know they are not alone. 
There are many other 
non-traditional students 
who are juggling family, 
work and school. 

“We do so much here 
at NTSA,” said Dr. Dianne 
Williams, director of 
NTSA. “We strive to give 
students every tool they 
need to succeed at Jones 
and as they move out into 
their respective careers 
and even in their lives.” 

At the Sept. 17 meeting, 
JCJC instructor Jane Jones 
spoke with the NTSA 
members on study skills. 


“Without good study 
skills, students struggle 
with their college 
experience,” Jones said. 
“They need to know how 
to think critically, manage 
time, take responsibility, 
and utilize available 
resources in order to 
become successful 

students.” 

Jones gave 10 steps 
to getting good grades 
in college. One step is 
attend class, and the 
second is to be organized. 
Jones suggests students 
determine what form of 
organization works best 
for them. 

“This can mean copying 
assignments into a planner 
and keeping important 
email addresses, instructor 
office hours, and course 
syllabi in a handy location,” 
she said. 

She said with 
most everyone, time 
management is a big issue. 

“Waiting to the night 


before or the last 

minute to study or finish 
assignments can cause 
major stress,” she said. 
“Good time management 
skills can give one a feeling 
of being in control.” 

Being successful in class 
can be accomplished by 
following several tips, 

including having the 

proper attitude towards 
learning. 

“Often students think 

of homework assignments 
as something they should 
do rather than what must 
be done. Class lectures 
will be more meaningful if 
one invests in working all 
assignments,” Jones said. 
“In the end, test questions 
are usually compiled from 
all assigned material. I 
always encourage students 
to know their instructor 
and utilize email as a 
means of communication 
whenever a question or 
problem arises.” 

Jones also emphasized 


the importance of good 
note taking, which involves 
being an active listener 
by recognizing important 
information by the change 
in the instructor’s voice. 

To help with 
remembering facts from 
lecture, reviewing class 
notes as soon as possible 
is crucial. Learning tools 
such as scanning, reading 
and reviewing make 
learning much easier. How 
to study for a test is always 
a major concern but using 
the tips shared by Jones 
can help a student feel 
prepared and alleviate 
anxiety, which can also 
affect test results. 

Jones pointed out that 
there are many services 
available to students that 
can help with maintaining 
good grades while in 
college, such as tutoring. 
For more information 
regarding services or the 
NTSA, contact Jane Jones 
or Diane Williams. 


Student Government elects new officers 


Trevor Schwartz 

STAFF WRITER 

Reed Cooley and 
William Folkes were 
elected sophomore and 
freshman class president 
during the annual Student 
Government Association 
elections held in 
September. 

The SGA is the governing 
body at JCJC which 
appeals to the college’s 
administration for approval 
on policies concerning 
students. Students involved 
with the SGA work to 
better accommodate JCJC 
students both living on and 
off campus. 


Freshman Class President 
William Folkes has many 
ambitious causes he wishes 
to push for Jones. Folkes 
has a legacy of family 
members who have also 
gone to JCJC and has a 
strong appreciation of the 
school. While attending 
Jones, Folkes said he hopes 
to establish a radio station 
which would open up new 
possibilities for students 
who wish to follow a 
career in broadcasting. It 
also would provide a new 
form of entertainment for 
the students as well as a 
new outlet for important 

see OFFICERS page 9 



SGA officers include, left to right, William Folkes, Jaimee 
Paige, Jesse Napier, Emily Tebo and Reed Cooley. Photo by 
Jessica Blackwell 


Audience ‘Bonds’ with 
Maroon Typhoon 


Ariel Young 

NEWS EDITOR 

JCJC’s Maroon Typhoon 
held its annual band 
exhibition at the Sim 
Cooley/Bobcat Stadium 
on Aug. 29. In celebration 
of more than 50 years of 
James Bond classics, the 
band’s “Bonded!” theme 
showcases music from 
Bond’s films. 

JCJC’s band features 180 
members this season and 
is under the direction of 
Jonathan Helmick, who 
begins his first year at JCJC 
this season. The band has 
a longstanding reputation 
of greatness, seen through 
their performances at the 
Rose Bowl, Macy’s and 
Orange Bowl parades and 
the World Fair. 

“In a way, this band 
has brought a piece of 
Mississippi to the world,” 
Helmick said, “and that 
is something I hope to 
continue.” 

The Maroon Typhoon 
performed their pre¬ 
game song “2001: A Space 


Odyssey,” the classic “Live 
and Let Die” and Santana’s 
“Everybody’s Everything” 
featuring the Touch of 
Gold dancers. Additional 
songs such as “Skyfall,” 
“For Your Eyes Only” and 
“Secret Agent Man” and 
others will be performed 
during the band’s halftime 
show at each home game. 

The full band, color 
guard and Touch of Gold 
dancers will perform at 
each home game but 
will only travel to three 
away games this football 
season. When the season 
ends, the color guard will 
have an off season to allow 
its members to join JCJC’s 
concert band. 

“Everyone should 
be ready to expect 
overwhelming excitement 
and anticipation from the 
Maroon Typhoon this 
fall!” said drum major Cale 
Green. “There are still 
some surprises that the 
band has yet to debut, but 
they’re definitely coming. 


see BOND page 9 



Trumpet player Caleb Guilbeau performs a solo during 
the song “Precious Lord.” Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Stick it or ticket 


Jessica Blackwell 

STAFF WRITER 

JCJC students should 
be mindful of where they 
park before class begins, 
or they may discover 
a surprise from the 
campus police on their 
windshields. 

Students were required 
to obtain a parking decal 
by Sept. 2013 to park on 
campus. Decals are a 
safety measure to help 
campus police identify 
automobiles allowed on 
campus. Parking decals 
should be placed visibly 
in the lower right-hand 
corner of the windshield. 

These parking decals 


can be obtained in Room 
105 of the Administration 
Building. Students can 
receive tickets for not 
having a decal or for 
parking in areas that are 


see TICKET page 9 



All students should have 
a parking decal like this 
one shown above. Photo by 
Jessica Blackwell 
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Editorial 

U.S. lacking signs 
of exception 

As the situation in Syria has escalated, debate on our 
involvement in the troubled country has heated up. In his 
Sept. 10 address to the nation, President Barack Obama 
announced that if the need arose, he would allow a 
military strike on Syria. However, surprisingly, this was 
not the most controversial thing President Obama said. 
“When, with modest effort and risk we can stop children 
from being gassed to death and thereby make our own 
children safer over the long run,” he said, “I believe we 
should act. That’s what makes America different. That’s 
what makes us exceptional.” Many people agree with 
Obama in that our country is exceptional. However, there 
is one influential figure that could not disagree more. 

Shortly after Obama’s address, Vladimir Putin, 
president of Russia, wrote an article which voiced his 
thoughts of the speech. He respectfully disagrees with 
President Obama’s opinion that America is exceptional. 
“It is extremely dangerous to encourage people to see 
themselves as exceptional, whatever the motivation,” said 
Putin, “We are all different, but when we ask for the Lord’s 
blessings, we must not forget that God created us equal.” 

It is hard to disagree with Putin. When you tell someone 
they are exceptional, it gives them a false sense of 
importance and acceptance. The United States has shown 
that we are too irresponsible to be exceptional. America is 
too busy sticking our nose into other countries’ problems 
to the point that our people are blind to the problems 
we face at home. We were, at one time, an exceptional 
country. Our people were passionate and patriotic. We 
fought for liberty and created a government for the 
people. More people stood up for equal rights. Americans 
worked together and became united in both world wars. 

However, over the years corruption and laziness has 
taken its toll on America. There are Americans who don’t 
want to get a job. They choose to live off of welfare and 
government aid. People are willing to take, but never give 
back. We are slowly tearing down what our Founding 
Fathers built up. There’s a large difference between being 
successful and being rich, and sadly, many Americans 
desire to only be the latter, which displays no sign of 
exceptionality. 

America was once beyond exceptional, perhaps still 
possessing the potential to be. Our country is filled with 
great orators and brilliant minds. Yet that potential is 
withering away. With every arrogant remark or military 
invasion, we are only contradicting what our country is 
supposed to stand for. If we were truly exceptional, we 
would be too humble to claim so. We can only hope that 
we gracefully find our way back to true greatness. 


Jones instructors 
discuss Syria 


Johnathan Reed Cooley 

STAFF WRITER 

As American men, 
women and children 
continue to attend school, 
work their jobs, and sleep 
warmly in their beds, war, 
death and conspiracy 
plague the country of Syria 
only continents away. 

Just as discussion of 
President Obama’s plan 
of action, alliances with 
countries such as the 
United Kingdom, the lack 
of assistance from the 
United Nations, and the 
platform of the Assad 
regime continue to ravage 
public media, debate has 
engulfed both students 
and faculty at Jones. 

Wyatt Moulds, history 
instructor at JCJC, has 
his own opinions of the 


Syrian situation: “Although 
I am more confused 
than anything, and I, like 
anyone else, do not want 
another war, the United 
States cannot stand idly 
by as children continue 
to be maliciously killed 
by a merciless dictator. 
Assad, though incredibly 
intelligent, has been 
corrupted by power. As a 
result of this corruption, 
it is time for the United 
States to make a statement 
regarding the use of 
chemical weapons not only 
for immediate instances, 
but for future generations.” 

Regarding Obama’s 
reaction, Moulds said, 
“While straining to see 
through the impenetrable 
cloud of confusion before 
us, it is best that we trust 
see SYRIA page 9 
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Standardized testing scores does 
not determine college-readiness 


Breanna Collins 

STAFF WRITER 

The latest ACT scores 
for the 2013 testing period 
have provided some pretty 
startling figures in regard 
to the college-readiness 
of our nation’s burgeoning 
high school graduates. 

According to the 
organization’s “Condition 
of College and Career 
Readiness 2013” report, 
only 26 percent of ACT- 
tested high school 
graduates met all four 
ACT College Readiness 
Benchmarks, 13 percent 
met three benchmarks, 
14 percent met two 
benchmarks, 16 percent 


met one benchmark, and 
31 percent met none of 
the benchmarks. It is 
no surprise that English 
yielded the highest scores 
overall, while Reading, 
Math, and especially 
Science trailed far behind. 
These results are eerily 
similar to those of the 
past several years, and I 
can think of a few clear 
culprits. 

I’ve never understood the 
need for ACT/SAT testing. 
These standardized tests 
are intended to indicate 
whether or not a high school 
graduate will be prepared 
for college, but shouldn’t 
graduating with a high 
school diploma indicate 


that? The real failure 
seems to be our education 
system’s obsession with 
standardized testing. 
Instead of teaching a 
class in a way that reflects 
college-level courses, 
fosters critical thinking 
and applied knowledge, 
and potentially prepares 
students for a smooth 
transition, valuable class 
time is dedicated to mock 
ACT tests, ACT workshops 
and other activities that 
prepare a student solely 
for the act of taking the 
ACT. 

Teachers aren’t allowed 
to simply teach because 
Big Brother has been 
failing their classes for 


years. Standardized testing 
should not be the focus 
for class curriculum. If 
teachers were free of the 
pressure that standardized 
testing imposes via school 
ratings and potential 
school funding, they could 
instead focus on actually 
educating their students. If 
a class was taught in a way 
that reflected a college- 
level course, and students 
were tested in a way that 
required applied knowledge 
instead of memorization 
and regurgitation, then 
perhaps students would 
naturally acquire the tools 
needed for mastering tests 
such as the ACT. It’s time to 
change our focus. 


Government corruption increasing 


Heather Allen 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

Since the birth of 
the United States of 
America, the people have 
always had a say in the 
government. When the 
Founding Fathers decided 
to fight for independence, 
a democratic society was 
what they had in mind. 
Unlike the treatment 
faced under the rule of 
Great Britain, they wanted 
everyone to have a voice, 
along with fairness and 
equality. However, with 
so many people in the 


country eager to be heard, 
listening to everyone was 
an impossible feat. 

The resolution to this 
problem turned out to 
be quite simple. Each 
eligible citizen was 
given the opportunity 
to vote for officials. 
These elected officials 
represented the area 
they were chosen from 
in bodies of government 
such as Congress, Senate 
and even the Presidency. 
This system has now 
been in use for more than 
200 years. Although the 
system is still in effect, it 


has greatly changed. 

Most of the men who 
created this country’s 
governmental system did 
so out of a passion for the 
cause of independence. 
They wanted freedom and 
fairness for themselves 
and for the people. 
Perhaps their passion 
blinded them from the 
possibility of corruption. 

Corruption is derived 
from greed and power, 
which can turn even the 
most honest man into a 
thief or a liar. It is almost 
everywhere in today’s 
society. However, the 


most disturbing place to 
see corruption is within 
the government. Lately, 
one too many elected 
officials have shown signs 
of corruption. 

Flip through state or 
national news, and it’s 
easy to find stories of 
politicians or community 
leaders being charged 
with embezzlement, fraud, 
DUI, or using positions 
of power to avoid 
prosecution or to receive 
favors. Sometimes it’s just 
normal people who have 


see CORRUPT page 9 


Consequences exceed mistakes for Paula Deen 


Tavist Barnes 

STAFF WRITER 

“You know, nobody can 
ever cook as good as your 
mama,” says Paula Deen, 
an American chef, cooking 
show host, restaurateur 
and Emmy Award-winning 
country lady. She is best 
known for her Food 
Network show, “Paula’s 
Home Cooking” but 
recently, her name made 
the news for some past 
mistakes. 

Deen was targeted in the 
media because she used 
a racial slur, the N-word, 
in 1987. It came from a 
traumatic incident in 
which an African American 
male held Deen at gunpoint 


inside a bank where she 
was working as a teller. She 
said she believed she used 
the N-word when telling 
her husband about the 
incident. 

In another slip-up, she 
expressed a desire for 
a “southern plantation 
wedding” where white 
people would be served by 
black waiters in order to 
resemble America before 
the Civil War. Deen made 
the suggestion for her 
brother’s 2007 wedding, 
and she got the idea from 
a southern restaurant 
she and her husband had 
visited in another state. 
A woman who worked at 
Deen’s family business, 
Lisa Jackson, told about the 


weddingfor a lawsuit where 
she accused Deen and her 
brother of sexual and racial 
workplace discrimination. 
A transcript of Deen’s 
deposition for the case 
was leaked to the media, 
and that’s when her empire 
came crashing down. 

Deen offended many 
people with her words, 
and lost her show, a book 
contract and several 
corporate sponsors, all 
from the alleged racism. A 
judge has since dismissed 
the case, and Jackson 
has now been quoted by 
the Associated Press as 
saying Deen is “a woman of 
compassion and kindness 
and will never tolerate 
discrimination or racism of 


any kind toward anyone.” 
Deen has apologized 
numerous times for her 
mistake. Some of her fans 
understand the situation, 
but others cannot forgive 
the idea. 

The entire racial issue 
should be left alone. 
The racial slur was more 
than two decades ago, 
long before she rose to 
fame. True enough, the 
“southern plantation 
wedding” idea is a little 
racist and should not exist 
anywhere, but losing her 
television show because 
of a slur that happened 
years ago is illogical. The 
Food Network, which aired 


see DEEN page 9 
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Porter's fight for his life 



BSU Director Frank Porter in his office. Porter had a kidney transplant on July 8, 2013. Photo 
by Jessica Blackwell. 


Robyn Craft 

STAFF WRITER 

When Frank Porter, 
director of JCJC’s Baptist 
Student Union entered the 
mission field, he was never 
quite sure where life would 
take him. Little did Porter 
know because of his desire 
to reach out and minister 
to others, his life would be 
forever altered and even 
literally saved. 

Porter is a graduate of 
JCJC, however, his life 
took him to many places 
before bringing him back 
home. While serving for 
BSU in 1997 at Northwest 
Community College, Porter 
took part in a health fair. 
He was checked for the 
usual things, but having 
seldom been sick, was 
surprised when a test 
revealed he had high blood 
pressure. Further tests led 
him to a kidney specialist, 
who diagnosed him with 
polycystic kidney disease, 
or having a cyst on his 
kidneys. 

Time went by and in the 
fall of 2011, Porter began 
having weak spells and 
was constantly fatigued. 
He saw a new doctor who 
actually explained what 
polycystic kidney disease 
was, took time with Porter 


and showed concern for 
his condition. New tests 
revealed that Porter was 
almost to the stage of 
kidney failure. There are 
two things that can be 
done when facing kidney 
failure: be put on kidney 
dialysis or be put on a 
kidney transplant list. It 
can take time to be placed 
on a transplant list, and 
once there it can take years 
to actually find a match. 
This is time that Porter 
did not have; the doctor 
told Porter that he had two 
to three months before 
complete kidney failure. 

He would have to find 
a living donor, but who 
would make such a selfless 
sacrifice? One by one his 
family and closest friends 
volunteered, and one by 
one they were rejected as 
a match. It was suggested 
that they try Facebook and 
see if anyone out there 
would be willing to step up 
and be a donor. A hotline 
number was set up through 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. The calls 
were anonymous, but 
Porter and his wife, Roxie, 
were receiving information 
from UAB that there was 
a massive response from 
people who knew Porter 


and wanted to help. 

In 1994, Porter went 
on a mission trip to start 
a campus ministry at 
Highline Community 
College in Washington. 
While living there, he was 
assigned a host family, 
which he grew close to. 
The son-in-law to his host 
family showed him around 
campus, introduced him to 
the school president, vice- 
president and other faculty 
and staff. 

“He really opened many 
doors for me that helped 
me in my transition there,” 
said Porter. “We were 
friendly, but when I left, we 
really just lost touch. A few 
years back we reconnected 
through Facebook, but we 
had not seen each other in 
17 years.” 

This friend, who wished 
to remain anonymous, saw 
the post on Porter’s page 
and felt instantly that he 
would be a match. He had 
tried to donate a kidney to 
a friend 10 years earlier but 
had not been a match. He 
stayed on the donor list for 
a decade with no matches, 
but now he believed it had 
been set up by God for this 
exact moment. He checked 
first to see if he was a 
match, and he was a perfect 


themselves in such a way,” 
said Porter. Throughout 
the entire process, the 
two families grew closer 


fear, but both also felt that 
God had His hand in this. 
Surgery went fine for them 
both, and they would often 


the first time and I felt it. 
Then the door opened and 


see PORTER page 9 



BSU students (left to right) Hannah Michlink, Abi Earnhart and Brock Langley point to the 
country of Moldova on a map. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


JCJCs BSU students spend 
summer teaching in Moldova 


Jestine Milsap 

STAFF WRITER 

For the past several 
years, members of JCJC’s 
Baptist Student Union have 
attended a mission trip to 
the country of Moldova, 
and this year’s group had 
much to say about their 
experience. 

While in Moldova, the 
BSU missionaries attended 
camps where they taught 
English to the locals, who 
spoke mostly Russian and 
Romanian. 

Current Jones students 
who lived in Moldova 
for two months this past 
summer include Brock 
Langley, Hannah Michlink 
and Abi Earnhart. Langley 
and Earnhart shared 
memories of food, language 
and site seeing. 

Rather than staying 
in a hotel, each student 
stayed with host families. 
They stated that at first 
it was weird staying with 
complete strangers, but 
the people there were very 
helpful and kind to them 
throughout the whole trip. 

Langley said he mostly 
enjoyed teaching and 


helping the people speak 
English. He said that 
playing with Moldovan 
children was nothing like 
playing with American kids 
because when the kids 
there fall down they got 
back up no matter how 
badly they were hurt. 

Langley mostly talked 
about the food and how 
wonderful it was trying new 
things. He said that they eat 
the same thing Americans 
eat but in a different way, 
such as chicken, which was 
made into a jello. 

“Seeing the chicken run 
around one minute and the 
next they were preparing 
the chicken for dinner, and 
seeing them cut the head 
off the chicken and pluck 
the feathers off its back 
may have been a terrible 
thing to watch or do, but 
eating that chicken was no 
problem,” said Langley. 

Earnhart said that her 
best moments in Moldova 
were with the kids as well 
as. She said she enjoyed 
watching them grow in 
their relationship with 
Christ. Earnhart said it was 
not hard getting to know 
the Moldovans and that 


going to church with them 
every Sunday was great. 

Earnhart said that the 
Moldovans had dirt roads 
and villages. She said 
their churches and their 
gathering places look much 
better than their housing. 
Langley said that Moldova 
has some wonderful 
scenery, especially the 
rolling hills. 

Other JCJC BSU students 
participated in missionary 
trips this past summer, 
including Mary Bullard, 
who served in Ohio and 
Adam Rawls, who served in 
Illinois. 

The BSU plans to have a 
mission trip to China over 
the Christmas holidays. To 
find out more about the 
BSU’s upcoming mission 
trips, visit the BSU, which 
is beside the campus, 
between the Academic 
Support Building and Fox’s 
Pizza. 

The BSU holds a lunch 
on Wednesdays, the 
proceeds of which help 
pay for mission trips. The 
meals can be purchased 
by students, faculty, staff 
and members of the 
community. 


Breland auditions for X-Factor 



JCJC student Daken Breland outside his home in Laurel. 
Breland advanced to the semi-finals of the X-factor 
competition held this past summer. Photo courtesy of Daken 
Breland. 


Amber Johnson 

STAFF WRITER 

Daken Breland’s love 
for hip hop took him 
on an amazing journey 
that most people would 
die for: tryouts for the 
X-Factor. 

After Breland’s friend 
signed him up for the 
X-Factor and Breland 
received an unexpected 
call from Fox, he attended 
the auditions held in 
Hattiesburg.Despite 
having pre-performance 
nervousness, Breland 
impressed the judges and 
advanced to the semi¬ 
finals. 

While offerings from the 
Southern rap community 
come in a variety of 
flavors, there does seem 
to be a preoccupation 
with bass rumblings that 
make speakers rattle and 
car backsides bounce. 
Beyond that, there is a 
rising tide of rappers 
taking their influential 
cues from the likes of 
Drake, Jay- Z, Kanye West, 
and Lil’ Wayne. 

Breland is certainly 
not one of them. Based 
in Mississippi and barely 
out of his late teens, he 
is making it his mission 


to bring lyrical substance 
back to the South. Breland 
credits his involvement 
with music to one of his 
relatives. 

“I saw my cousin making 
music and I wanted to 
make something I could 
say ‘Hey, I made that 
myself,”’ he said. “Then 
it became more of a 
competition between me 
and him. I want to be the 
best!” 

His biggest inspiration 
is Kendrick Lamar, whom 
Breland has been a fan 
of even before Lamar 
became famous. 


Breland’s confidence 
is very high and he has 
a mindset of not giving 
up on anything he does. 
Although his X-Factor 
experience ended in 
Hattiesburg, Breland has 
big plans for his music in 
the future. 

“Through my music I 
want everyone to relate 
and experience the world 
together,” he said. “I want 
to change the world 
through my music and 
also out-rap Eminem.” 

Breland said he is not 


see XFACTOR page 9 


Organizations look to revamp Jones 



JCJC students Ophelia Scarbrough, Bretlee Holland, 
Bobby Oxner, Trevor Schwartz (left) and Sky Allen (right) 
attend a College Independents meeting. Photo by Jessica 
Blackwell 


Reed Cooley 

STAFF WRITER 

As social issues and 
politics continue to 
sweep the nation, the 
JCJC student body has 
worked relentlessly to 
make its voice heard both 
on campus and in the 
community. 

In recent years, 
students seeking to 
find themselves have 
united through political 
organizations. Such 
organizations include 
the College Republicans, 
College Democrats and 
College Independents, all 
of which have the purpose 
of helping students 
develop political skills and 


leadership abilities and to 
encourage and prepare 
them to be involved in the 
political process in the 
local, state, and national 
arenas. 

The College Republicans 


have been active on 
the Jones campus for 
many years. During their 
meetings, students have 
the opportunity to hear 


see REVAMP page 8 
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Fall TV calls for adventure 


Robyn Craft 

STAFF WRITER 

From comedies with 
situations that are taken 
right from the heart of the 
average, modern American 
family, to dramas full 
of action, mystery, and 
traumatic events, the fall 
TV lineup is sure to have 
something for everyone 
this season. 

“°Marvers Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D.” (acronym 
for Strategic Homeland 
Intervention, Enforcement 
and Logistics Division) 
is a special group of 
meticulously-chosen 
individuals with 

superhuman abilities that 
travel the globe fighting for 
the good of mankind. Clark 
Gregg will be reprising his 
role as Agent Phil Coulson, 
from his roles in “Iron Man” 
One and Two, “Thor,” and 
“The Avengers.” He comes 
back to life after his death 
in “The Avengers” which 
will be explained in the 
first episode, to alleviate 
any confusion. “Agents 
of S.H.I.E.L.D.” premiered 


Tues., Sept. 24, at 7 p.m. on 
ABC. 

“Lucky 7” follows a group 
of coworkers who are going 
through their everyday lives; 
they are each struggling 
with financial problems 
and family situations. After 
pooling together to buy a 
lottery ticket, they become 
millionaires overnight. 
Money, they quickly realize, 
is more of a problem than an 
answer as greed tears them 
and their families apart. 
“Lucky 7” airs Tuesdays at 9 
p.m. on ABC. 

“The Goldbergs” is set 
in the 1980s and follows 
the real life of creator and 
producer Adam Goldberg 
and what it was like 
growing up in his home. 
Goldberg often videoed his 
family and documented his 
life, which is now reenacted 
in the show. This comedy is 
definitely taken from real 
life events, both funny and 
horrifying. “The Goldbergs” 
season premiere was Tues., 
Sept. 24, at 8 p.m. on NBC. 

“The Blacklist” starts 
with one of the FBI’s Most 
Wanted fugitives, Raymond 


“Red” Reddington, 

deciding to turn himself in. 
Reddington wants to bring 
down his enemy and will 
speak only with rookie FBI 
Profiler, Elizabeth Keen. 
Keen is basically a nobody, 
however, Red insists that 
there is more to Keen than 
anyone realizes. This causes 
the mystery for Keen and 
the FBI to only deepen. “The 
Blacklist” airs Mondays at 9 
p.m. on NBC. 

“The Michael! Fox Show” 
stars the man himself as 
Mike Henry. After being 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease (a disease that Fox 
suffers from in real life) 
Henry leaves his career 
as a news anchor to focus 
on his health and to spend 
time with his family. Upon 
deciding to return to 
work, much to the delight 
of his family, Henry and 
his family face many new, 
often comical struggles. 
“The Michael J. Fox Show” 
premiered Thurs., Sept. 26, 
at 8:30 p.m. on NBC. 

“Welcome to the Family” 



see FALL TV page 8 


Karlea Nobles, Caitlynn Nobles, and Chris Morgan check the Fall TV schedule in an issue of 
Entertainment Weekly. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Microsoft and Sony set 
to release new consoles 


IanYelverton 

STAFF WRITER 

After eight years of 
gaming on the Xbox 360 
and PlayStation 3, the 
next generation of 
Microsoft (Xbox) 
and Sony 
(PlayStation) 
consoles 
is finally 

on the 
horizon. 

The 
PlayStation 
4 releases on 
Nov. 15 and Xbox 
One on Nov. 22. For 
those who follow the 
gaming industry closely, 
the decision of which 
system to purchase has 
most likely been made. 
Although most do not 
follow the gaming industry 
with much fervor, many 
take part in the industry 
and its products. As a 
result, the features of 
the next-gen consoles 
that may make or break 
a system in the average 


consumer’s eyes remain 
unknown. 

For many, no matter the 
features of a console, the 
games are ultimately the 
deciding factor in a 
final purchasing 
decision. 
Since the 
launch 
lineups 
(the 
games 
that 
release 
on the 
same day as 
a console) of 
consoles tend to be 
quite lack-luster, features 
should definitely matter to 
the consumer. 

After the consumer 
backlash given to Microsoft 
regarding the features of 
the Xbox One, such as the 
console requiring Kinect, 
a consistent Internet 
connection and the almost 
outright blocking of pre¬ 
owned games, Microsoft 
later reversed course, 
making the Xbox One and 



PlayStation 4 quite similar 
in features. 

However, some key 
differences still exist 
between the two. For 
example, all the multimedia 
functions- Netflix, TV 
and music services, and a 
multitude of other apps - 
on the Xbox One remain 
locked behind the paywall 
otherwise known as Xbox 
Live. Although, for all 
current Gold subscribers 
to Xbox Live, know 
that the price remains 
remotely the same. One 
feature Microsoft did not 
remove, however, is the 
requirement that 
Kinect be plugged 
in and on for the 
console to work. 

Every Xbox 
One comes 
packaged 
with a 
Kinect, so 
there is no 
need to fear having to 
buy something extra. In 
conse-quence, the price of 
the Xbox One has risen at 


least 100 dollars more, to 
the final price of $499.99. 

As for the lineup of 
launch games, Microsoft 
will come out swinging, 
with titles like Dead Rising 
3, Project Spark, Forza 
Motorsport 5, TitanFall 
and a bolstering of 
multiplatform cross-gen 
(PS3 and Xbox 360 as well 
as next-gen) games. 

To counter Microsoft, 
Sony brings forth the 
PlayStation 4, a system 
blessed with the love of 
Sony fans and previous 



critics alike since 
its announcement 
in Feb. 2013. The 
PlayStation 4 immediately 
made itself clear that it 


see CONSOLES page 7 


Mortal Instruments becomes a franchise 



Photo courtesy of John Mayer’s Press 


John Mayer's 
newest album 
hits stores 


Kristen Pope 

STAFF WRITER 

John Mayer has come 
out with a new album titled 
“Paradise Valley,” named 
after a part of the Montana 
prairie where he now lives. 
The album was released 
Aug. 20 of this year and is 
unexpectedly impressive. 


While it might be a 
disappointment to some 
of his longtime fans, the 
record marks a significant 
step forward in John 
Mayer’s music career. 

“The New York Times” 
states, “’Paradise Valley’ is 
meant to be his staking a 

see MAYER page 8 


Insidious 2 brings 
disappointment 


Bethany Smith 

STAFF WRITER 

“The Mortal 

Instruments: City of 

Bones,” which made 
its debut in theatres in 
August, is based on the 
first book in The Mortal 
Instrument series written 
by young adult fiction 
writer Cassandra Clare. 

For those who feel 
like this movie or book 
is too “tween sci-fi” for 
their taste, they may be 
mistaken. Clare has a 
way of making perfectly- 
flawed characters, and 
the actors of the film 
capture their characters’ 
enchanting aspects very 
well. 

The story takes off 
following a young girl 
named Clary Fray, 
going to a club with her 
best friend Simon for 



Freshman Allexius Flail 
enjoys reading “The Mortal 
Instruments: City of Bones” 
before class. Photo by Jessica 
Blackwell 

a birthday celebration. 
An unexpected turn of 
events sets Clary off 


when she sees something 
she shouldn’t have seen. 
Moments later, she 
receives an urgent call 
from her mother, who is in 
grave danger, urging her 
not to come home. Just 
like that, she is swept up in 
a supernatural world she 
didn’t know existed. 

This world involves 
all the creatures she 
thought were only 
myths: werewolves, 

demons, vampires 

and Shadowhunters, 
who are half angels 

dedicated to ridding the 
world of demons. She 
bravely sets off with 
the Shadowhunters she 
encountered at the club: 
dark and mysterious 
Jace Wayland, lovely 

and graceful Isabelle 

Lightwood, and her 
brother Alec. 

The situation they are in 


may be bigger than they 
all thought was possible. 

Out of all the book-to- 
movie adaptations out 
there, this one takes the 
lot. Unlike many films 
that have been adapted 
from books, this one 
doesn’t butcher important 
aspects and details that 
readers find important to 
the story. 

In fact, the screenwriters 
even went so far as to 
include word for word 
conversations and other 
minor details featured 
in the book. It’s the little 
things that make a book- 
to-movie adaptation 
stand out, and this one did 
certainly that. 

The story is riveting and 
unique with a wild (and 
weird) twist at the end. 
For maximum enjoyment, 
be sure to check out both 
the book and movie. 


Jay Riley 

ENTERNTAINMENT EDITOR 

The reaction of the 
audience was deathly 
silence until the suspense 
ended and the horror 
began. “Insidious: Chapter 
2” is ultimately a serious 
cult classic with a modern 
twist. 

Director James Wan 
definitely understands 
the main concept behind 
horror. The Lambert 
family is haunted by a 
mysterious spirit with a 
wicked childhood secret 
that leaves the Lamberts 
far too connected to the 
spiritual realm. Wan did 
not disappoint the target 
audience of ‘horrorholics’ 
although this is not the 
“Insidious” film that casual 
moviegoers expected to 
see. 

With an unforgettable 


cast of Patrick Wilson 
(from “The Conjuring”), 
Rose Byrne (from 

“Bridesmaids”), Lin Shaye, 
Ty Simpkins, Barbara 

Hershey and Jocelin 

Donahue, the film thrills its 
audience with killer spooks 
and more interestingly- 
developed character play. 

The horror seems more 
realistic than paranormal 
even though the film is 
based on the abnormality 
of an estranged evil spirit. 
From moment to moment, 
something unexpected 
happens. “Insidious: 
Chapter 2” even has some 
impromptu hilarity when 
the ‘ghost busters’ are 
both overly intellectual 
with a niche for the spirit 
world. 

The bottom line that lies 
within the film is humanity 


see INSIDIOUS page 8 
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Bobcats cruise by Pearl River 


Tosh Beasley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

In a showdown turned 
letdown for their opponent, 
the 19th ranked Jones 
County Junior College 
Bobcats continued their 
winning ways with a 
decisive win over rival Pearl 
River Community College. 
Bobcat quarterback Steven 
Swindle threw for 331 yards 
and four touchdowns on 
the night to help Jones 
become a perfect 3-0 on 
the season. 

Sophomore wide 

receiver JaMichael Willis 
had an outstanding night, 
recording eight receptions 
for 198 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

r The Bobcats had zero 

Justin Harris attempts to elude a PRCC defender. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 



turnovers on the night, 
while Pearl River had 
five. JCJC head coach 
Ray Perkins knew if that 
happened, then the 
Bobcats had the chance to 
be successful. 

“We had a lot of things 
go our way in the turnover 
department,” said Perkins. 
“I think we did a good job of 
taking care of the football, 
and we had some guys on 
defense step up and give 
the ball back to our offense 
with some turnovers.” 

On the opening 
possession of the game, 
Jamal Lucas would scoop 
up a Wildcat fumble for the 
Bobcats at the JCJC 49 yard 
line. Swindle would waste 
little time capitalizing on 
the turnover, leading his up 


34-16 

tempo offense on an 8 play, 
51 yard drive that ended 
when Swindle connected 
with Willis for a 15 yard 
touchdown pass. Grant 
McLaurin would split the 
uprights. 

The aggressive Bobcat 
defense would make haste 
forcing another turnover. 
On the first play of Pearl 
River’s next drive, JCJC’s 
Charles Lewis stepped in 
front of a Wildcat pass and 
gave Jones the ball on the 
25 yard line. 

The Bobcat offense would 
move the ball 66 yards in 
only seven plays and cap 
the drive off with a 26 yard 
Grant McLaurin field goal 
with 6:10 remaining in the 


see PEARL RIVER page 7 


Bobcat Spotlight 


The Bobcat Spotlight honors four of JCJC’s best and 
brightest each month. These students are recognized for 
excellence in their respective sport. 

Position: Forward 
Class: Freshman 
Hometown: Ivory Coast, Africa 
What is your favorite thing about soccer? 
“Soccer is such a big connection source. It 
links people all over the globe together.” 
Who is your biggest inspiration and why? 
“My biggest inspiration is my mother 
because she reared me well, and taught me 
how to be a better man, so that just keeps 
me going in life; furthermore, I will do 
everything I can to make her smile. 


Position: Running Back 

Class: Freshman 

Hometown: Purvis, MS 

What is your favorite thing about football? 

“Just getting to know everyone on the 

team. It’s the sport I love.” 


T hamaz Taylor 




Sonleymane Diakite 



Danielle Fortin 


Position: Center Forward 
Class: Sophomore 
Hometown: Lafayette, ID 
What is your favorite thing about soccer? 
“This may be hard to understand, but my 
favorite thing about soccer is this feeling 
I get before games. There’s not a word 
to describe it. It’s like a mix of being 
nervous, excited, apprehensive, and ready 
to play all at once.” 

Who is your biggest inspiration and why? 
“My biggest inspiration is probably my 
mom. She is one of the most selfless 
people I know and has shown me what it 
means to make sacrifices for others. I want 



more than anything to make her proud.” 


Position: Quarterback/ Wide Receiver 
Class: Freshman 

What is your favorite thing about football? 
“My favorite part of football is the 
atmosphere the fans create when they 
come to support us.” 


JONES 


Qua Boyd 



Forward Kelsey Cochran attempts to break past a MGCCC 
defender. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 

Soccer begins with bang 


Josh Beasley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

JCJC’s men’s soccer team 
has posted a successful 
start to the season with 
an impressive 5-1 mark 
and boasting a 3-1 mark in 
division play. 

During the 2013 
campaign, the Bobcats have 
been led by Kevin Ndongo. 
Ndongo has been named 
MACJC player of the week 
this season and is leading 
the Bobcats in scoring. 

The Bobcats victories 
include a 5-3 win against 
Meridian Community 
College, a 3-2 overtime 


victory over Southwest 
Mississippi, a 2-1 
double-overtime victory 
over Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College, 
another 2-1 double¬ 
overtime win against Co- 
Lin, and a 1-0 victory over 
Itawamba. 

Pearl River defeated the 
Bobcats 4-2 to blemish 
JCJC’s record. 

JCJC men’s head soccer 
coach Oleg Baleyev likes 
what he has seen this 
season. 

“I have always preached 
hard work, dedication, and 


see SOCCER page 7 


Women’s basketball coach resigns 



Justin Harris attempt to elude a PRCC defender. Photo by 
Jessica Blackwell 


Josh Beasley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

JCJC women’s head 
basketball coach Kelton 
Thompson resigned on 
Sept. 5 after an incident in 
Bay St. Louis that resulted 
in his arrest. According 
to the Bay St. Louis police 
department, Thompson 
was arrested on Sept.l in 
the early morning hours 
and charged with a DUI, 
possession of marijuana 
and careless driving. 
Following his arrest, 
Thompson was placed on 
administrative probation 
immediately by the college. 

Thompson was named 
the JCJC women’s 


basketball head coach in 
April after the retirement 
of former Lady Bobcat head 
coach Sandra Sumrall. 

In a statement released 
the day of his resignation, 
Thompson apologized for 


letting down his school, 
players and community: 

“I will be taking some 
time to examine where I go 
from here both personally 
and professionally. I plan 
to take the appropriate 


steps to get back on track 
to coaching, while earning 
back the respect and trust 
of all the parents, kids, and 
coaches, in our profession. 
The support over the last 
few days from friends and 
family, and especially my 
current and former players, 
has been tremendous, and 
I thank you, and love each 
and every one of you. I hope 
everyone that knows me 
can find it in their heart to 
grant me the opportunity 
to reestablish the faith and 
trust in me that they once 
had.” 

Thompson, who grew up 
away from his parents and 


see THOMPSON page 7 


Athletes gain through sports 


In 2008 the blockbuster 
movie “The Blindside” told 
the story of Michael Oher, 
a home-less boy adopted 
in his teenage years who 
started 
playing 
football 
and earned 
a scholar¬ 
ship to 
play at the 
University Josh Beasley 
Of Missis- COLUMNIST 
sippi. 

Oher, 

whose parents were 
drug addicts, used his 
outstanding athletic ability 
to reach the National 
Football League. 

In today’s athletic world, 
more young athletes come 
from a situation like Oher’s. 


Despite often having a 
poor education system, 
low income areas are full 
of exceptional athletes. In 
these areas, sports can be 
the only form of recreation 
for young people. 

While it is my personal 
belief that athletics should 
come second to education, 
many athletes that grow up 
in a poor environment have 
sports as their only method 
of bettering themselves. 

Sports like football, 
basketball, and baseball 
give these young people 
a chance in life, and they 
must succeed in their 
respective sport or, in some 
cases, fail at their chance 
in life. A poor education 
system has led to more 
kids needing to know how 


to throw and catch a ball 
to have a future. Despite 
the sad circumstances 
that many athletes come 
from, a greater good can 
be achieved through 
athletics with hard work 
and perseverance. 

Current NFL football 
player Jimmy Graham was 
raised in a foster home 
and was able to earn a 
basketball scholarship to 
the University of Miami. 
After making the switch to 
football, Graham excelled 
and is now the premier 
tight end in the NFL. After 
making it big, Graham has 
made contributions to 
make sure young people 
have a chance to succeed 
in the classroom. 

Kids that come from 


troubled backgrounds 
can often have a greater 
chance to end up in prison 
or dead at a young age. 
Sports can offer discipline 
and structure to a young 
person who may have little 
guidance otherwise. 

Athletics are not only 
important to give a kid a 
chance in the sports world, 
they are also important 
to give the average 
athlete that won’t make it 
professionally the skills to 
function in society after 
their athletic career is over. 

I have seen many 
athletes in high school that 
didn’t have professional or 
collegiate potential in their 
respective sports. In some 


see ATHLETES page 7 



The Pick Six 


This week we will be predicting games for the 2013 college football season. Predicting will be Radionian students, 
Josh Beasley, Kristen Poole, Trey Howard, Jessica Blackwell, Jay Riley, and guest, Murray Windham. 
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Pearl River 

from page 6 

opening stanza. 

After the Bobcats took 
a 10-0 lead, Pearl River 
would methodically drive 
down the field in 15 plays 
on their next possession 
before the drive sputtered 
at the JCJC 20 yard line. 
Mark Moore came on for 
the Wildcats and booted a 
37 yard field goal to make 
the score 10-3 with 14:07 
left in the second quarter. 

On the ensuing drive, 
the Wildcat defense held 
strong, forcing Jones to 
punt the ball. Pearl River 
took over at their 44 yard 
line and moved the ball 
47 yards before settling 
for another Moore field 
goal. Moore’s kick left 
Jones clinging to a 10-6 
advantage with 9:18 left 
before the half. 

The Bobcats would 


Soccer 

from page 6 

respect to my teams. I 
have seen a lot of that this 
year and I think that is one 
of the main reasons we 
have had some success,” 
said Baleyev. 

The JCJC women’s 
soccer team has found 


answer on the next 
possession, when Swindle 
found Quartez Cooks for 
an 8 yard touchdown pass. 
The McLaurin kick made it 
a 17-6 game in favor of JCJC 
with 7:36 left in the half. 

The Wildcats would 
take over the ensuing 
possession at the 31 yard 
line. Seventeen plays 
later Detrick Goff would 
dive into the end zone 
from two yards out for the 
Wildcats with less than a 
second remaining in the 
half following back to back 
JCJC defensive penalties. 
Moore’s extra point sailed 
through the uprights, 
narrowing the Bobcat 
lead to a 17-13 margin at 
halftime. 

In the second half, 
the Bobcats would use a 
tenacious defense and a 
consistent offense to finish 
off the Wildcats. 

On the opening 


some success on the field 
as well. The Lady Bobcats 
have posted a 7-0 record 
on the season and are 4-0 
in division play. 

The Lady Bobcat’s 
victories include a 1-0 win 
over Meridian Community 
College, a 10-0 blowout 
victory over Southwest 
Mississippi, a 5-0 win 
over Co-Lin, a 2-0 victory 


possession of the second 
half, Swindle led a balanced 
attack all the way to the 
Pearl River five yard line 
before the drive stalled. 
McLaurin came on to kick 
a 22 yard field goal and 
give the Bobcats a 20-13 
advantage with 10:54 left to 
play in the third quarter. 

After giving the ball 
back to JCJC on another 
fumble, Pearl River made 
a quick stop and regained 
possession at the 49 yard 
line. Ten plays later, Moore 
would nail a 38 yard field 
goal to give the Wildcats 
their only score of the 
second half and cut the 
Bobcat lead down to 20-16. 

JCJC would only need 
four plays to go 59 yards 
and score a touchdown, 
when Swindle connected 
with Willis for a 22 
yard touchdown strike. 
McLaurin remained perfect 
on the night, knocking in 


over Pearl River, a 6-0 win 
over East Central, a 5-0 
victory over Itawamba, 
and a 2-0 opening game 
victory over Hinds. 

Lady Bobcat’s head 
coach Dolores Deasley 
believes her team has 
picked up where they left 
off from last year. 

“We had a lot of success 
last year and ended up in 


another extra point for the 
Bobcats and widening their 
lead to a 27-16 margin with 
1:26 remaining in the third 
quarter. 

After a missed field goal 
attempt by Moore, Swindle 
would cap off an excellent 
night and hit Willis for a 
71 yard touchdown pass. 
McLaurin would finish the 
scoring for the Bobcats, 
splitting the uprights on 
the extra point and giving 
JCJC a 34-16 lead with 8:12 
remaining in the game. 

From that point on, the 
Bobcat defense would 
create havoc for the 
Wildcat offense, holding 
them to 29 total yards and 
two first downs for the rest 
of the contest. 

JCJC traveled to top 
ranked Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College 
the following Thursday, 
where they defeated the 
Bulldogs 52-42. 


the state title game,” said 
Deasley. “I’m glad we got 
to enjoy some success and 
now we know how to win. 
We had a few wee kinks in 
the preseason, but now I 
think we are playing well.” 

The Lady Bobcats are 
ranked 16th in the latest 
NJCAA Division I soccer 
poll. 


Thompson 

from page 6 

in an environment where 
drugs were present, 
denies any usage of 
the marijuana allegedly 
found in his possession 
the night of his arrest. 

“In the past six years, 
I have passed 15 drug 
test and failed zero of 
them,” said Thompson. 
“I am not a drug user, 
but I admit I made my 
mistakes the night of 
my arrest. I was reckless 
and irresponsible in 
the decisions I made, 
but smoking marijuana 
was not one of those 
decisions. This is just a 
sad chapter in a great 
book.” 

Despite the charges 
Thompson has received 
tremendous support 
from his players and staff 
at JCJC. 

“Coach Thompson 
didn’t recruit me, but he 
still made a big impact 
in my life the short 
time he was our coach,” 
said freshman forward 
Kimberly Clemts. “I know 
he is a good person 
and won’t let one poor 
decision define his life.” 

“I think the reason my 
players speak so highly 


of me even after the 
mistakes that I made is 
that they know I care,” 
said Thompson. “I was 
raised in a troubled 
environment, and I 
believe that made me 
resilient at a young age. 
I believe a lot of players 
that I have coached can 
really relate to that, and 
they know I only want 
what is best for them.” 

JCJC president Dr. 
Jessie Smith believes that 
Thompson is a good man 
that still has plenty to 
give to society. 

“I have nothing but 
good feelings and 
understanding towards 
Kelton,” said Dr. Smith. 
“It is unfortunate that we 
lost such a good coach 
here at JCJC. I find it 
inspiring that Kelton 
accomplished everything 
he has coming from 
the background he was 
raised in. I have faith 
that Kelton will become 
an even better person 
after all of this is said and 
done. I wish him nothing 
but the best in his future 
endeavors.” 

JCJC has named 
Danetra Forrest, who has 
served as an assistant 
coach for the Lady 
Bobcats for the last three 
seasons, as interim head 
coach. 


Consoles 

from page 5 

would not require 
a consistent online 
requirement or block used 
games, as well as the fact 
that without a required 
peripheral, the PS4 would 
also be $100 cheaper than 
the Xbox One, with a price 
of only $399.99. 


The PS4 also does 
not lock its multimedia 
services behind a paywall. 
Although, multiplayer 
this time around requires 
a paid subscription to 
PlayStation Plus. With 
a price of $55 a year 
($10 cheaper than Xbox 
Live) and a free game 
offered every week, the 
requirement of PlayStation 
Plus to play multiplayer 


should not be a problem. 

In regards to the PS4’s 
launch lineup, the system 
is relying heavily on indie- 
developed games instead 
of the AAA (big-budget 
games, i.e. Call of Duty) 
experiences Microsoft 
has for their system’s 
launch. Sony’s big games 
will release shortly after 
the PS4’s launch with 
titles such as InFamous: 


Second Son releasing in 
Feb. 2014. Like Microsoft, 
Sony is also bolstering 
its system’s release with 
multiplatform, cross-gen 
games. 

Which system will be 
purchased will come 
down to individual taste 
usually because of fandom 
shown towards a specific 
company regardless of 
features. 


Athletes 

from page 6 

of the cases where the 
player wasn’t going to 
make it big, they took 
their skills that were 
taught while playing their 
sport and used them to 
be a functional member 
of society. 

There will always be 
troubled athletes. That 


is a fact. In a perfect 
world, every kid who 
plays a sport will be 
a star and make it big 
in professional sports. 
Even though athletics 
gives kids a chance in 
life to rise above their 
troubles, we must 
continue to improve 
the educational system 
and the environment of 
our youth to give young 
people a second option 
in life. 
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Mayer 

from page 5 

claim of maturity, both as a 
musician and as a person.” 

John Mayer has quite a 
lot to say in his new album, 
contrary to some of his 
earlier work. The songs 
on this album, along with 
much of his other music, 
have a soothing quality 
to them along with the 
bluesy rock feel that he 
likes to incorporate. 

In addition to the 
original song “Wildfire,” 
there is also a second 
version featuring 


Frank Ocean who sings 
heartbreakingly about 
love and its challenges. 
“Who You Love” is a duet 
with John Mayer and his 
current girlfriend Katy 
Perry; it has a warm, 
soft-rock feel and is a 
tender display of affection 
between the two. 

The music in John 
Mayer’s new CD seems 
to be softer and slower 
than his usual sound. His 
talent is undeniable in this 
album and his vocal range 
is well displayed. There is 
nothing earth-shattering 
about this album. It is just 
simply good music. 


Foundation Program awards 
students 450 scholarships 


SUBMITTED STORY 

On Sept. 26, 450 

scholarships were 

awarded to JCJC students 
during the college’s 
annual Awards Day. 

The scholarships, part 
of the JCJC Foundation 
Scholarship Program, are 
awarded for outstanding 
academic performance, 
student leadership and 
achievements. 


Hundreds of donors, 
including alumni, friends 
of the college and 
businesses, provide the 
funds to the scholarship 
program, which was 
established in 1990. 

JCJC students interested 
in learning more about 
the program and applying 
for scholarships should 
visit http: //www.jcjc. 
edu/foundation/ 



JCJC students participate in Awards Day. Photo by Teresa 
McCreery, JCJC Media Relations 


Insidious 

from page 5 

is mortal and temporal, 
but the spiritual realm is 
immortal and will always 
remain. The apparent 
message has even clued 
the audience in on yet 
another film in the series. 

This movie extends the 
story but does not come 
close to matching the 
terror of the first film. 
Beware because even 
though this movie does 
not scare like the original, 
it does give a more literal 
interpretation of horror 
without using as many 


terror tactics. 

Sleepless nights are 
guaranteed after viewing 
this film for the first time. 



Matias Gongora looks at 
the poster for Insidious 2, 

Photo by Jessica Blackwell 


Revamp 

from page 4 


both those running for 
political office and those 
currently serving such 
as Congressman Steven 
Palazzo and Senator 
Chris McDaniel. 

They are also involved 
in service projects such 
as “Keep Mississippi 
Beautiful” campaign 
in which they help 
maintain a portion of 
Hwy 11 near the campus. 
The newest project is 
to provide funding to 


endow a scholarship for 
an active member of the 
organization. College 
Republicans’ officers 
include sophomore 
Kolby Busby (president), 
sophomore Chase 

Cochran (vice-president), 
freshman Kayla Giles 
(secretary), and freshman 
Tera Busby (treasurer). 

The College Democrats, 
currently a small yet 
promising organization, 
has continued to show 
potential. In 2008, the 
College Democrats 
welcomed former U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
to campus on behalf of 


the Democratic Party. 
Although no officers 
have been elected for 
the College Democrats, 
sophomore Trevor 

Schwartz, with the 
assistance of Jackie 
Canizaro (history 

instructor), has taken 
the Democrats under his 
wing. 

Last but not least 
are the College 
Independents, a union of 
students from all beliefs 
and walks of life. Since 
their founding during the 
spring semester of 2013, 
the Independents have 
remained a relentless 


force in the hearts and 
minds of JCJC, rising 
to a total membership 
of 58 during their first 
semester alone. Although 
no current officers 
have been installed, the 
College Independents 
are currently led by 
sophomore Reed Cooley 
and history instructor 
Chad Garick. 

Regardless of political 
philosophy, the students 
of JCJC, along with the 
rest of the nation, will 
continue to organize 
and make their voices 
resonate without end. 


Fall TV 

from page 5 

brings a very modern 
situation to TV as a young 
Latino male falls in love 
with a young Caucasian 
girl. After learning that she 
is pregnant, the couple 
decides to marry, much 
to the horror of their 
parents. This unites two 
very different families 
from two different worlds 
for relatable comedy. 


“Welcome to the Family” 
premieres Thurs., Oct. 3, at 
7:30 p.m. on NBC. 

“Ironside,” a remake of the 
hit 1960s television series, 
follows the life of Detective 
Robert Ironside after he is 
paralyzed from a gunshot. 
Ironside proves that 
nothing can stop him, as he 
often uses his disability to 
his advantage. He handpicks 
his team personally and sets 
out to solve the cases many 
“Hostages” introduces Dr. 


Ellen Sanders as a surgeon 
who has been chosen to 
perform a risky surgery on 
the president. Meanwhile, 
her family has been taken 
hostage with the assurance 
that they will not be harmed 
if she assassinates the 
president during surgery. 
Sanders has a hard choice 
to make: whether or not 
to save the president or 
save her family. This one 
has many twists and turns 
because sometimes nothing 


is as it seems. “Hostages” 
airs Mondays at 9 p.m. on 
CBS. 

“The Crazy Ones” 
introduces Robin Williams 
back to TV for the first 
time since Mork & Mindy. 
Williams’ part was written 
specifically for him. Simon 
Roberts is an executive at 
a Chicago-based agency, 
Lewis, Rogers and Roberts. 
As an agency, they often 
have A-list stars playing 
themselves, such as Kelly 


Clarkson, lending a new 
situation to each week. “The 
Crazy Ones” premiered 
Thurs., Sept. 26, at 8 p.m. on 
CBS. 

“Mom,” as the name 
implies, deals with the 
family unit. Christy, a 
recovering alcoholic, 
has returned home from 
rehabilitation to try to 
rebuild her relationships 
with her mother and her 
two children. Christy 
feels guilty for leaving her 


children to seek help as her 
mother had done to her 
as a child. Though “Mom” 
is a comedy, the show will 
address some very serious 
issues. Every family has 
complicated situations 
and relationships, but 
overcoming the greatest 
obstacles is where true 
strength comes from. 
“Mom” displays there is 
really no one quite like 
mom. The show airs 
Mondays at 8:30 on CBS. 


Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go. 

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey. 


View majors and degree plans: 

www.usm.edu/undergraduate 

Apply for admission: the university of 

www.usm.edu/admissions SOUTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI 
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Officers 

from page 2 

campus news to be 
published quickly. Folkes 
hopes to continue his 
study of law and politics at 
University of Mississippi. 

Sophomore Class 

President Reed Cooley 
is involved in multiple 
organizations including 
president of the College 
Independents and vice- 
president of the Historical 
Society. Cooley wants to 
strengthen Jones through 
the student body by 
motivating students to 
become involved in what 
goes on at the school. 

“The only reason to have 
influence is to help others, 
especially those who can 
not pay you back,” Cooley 
said. 

Cooley wants to 
accurately represent the 
student body’s interests 
ranging from school 
events and activities to 


student resources. Cooley’s 
involvement at Jones 
extends to being a journalist 
for the “Radioman” in 
which he will write an SGA 
column. 

Meetings for the SGA 
are held every Friday at 
the end of each month 
starting at 12:30. Students 
become a part of the SGA 
by filling out an application 
early in the fall semester 
and submitting it to SGA 
Sponsor Sonya Davis in the 
Student Success Center. 
Problems or ideas can be 
shared by contacting Davis 
or one of the elected student 
body representatives. 

One of the purposes of 
the SGA is to help students 
understand that effective 
change derives from 
involvement in both small- 
and large-scale elections, 
whether on a campus, for 
local government or for 
the nation. With proper 
representation, voters can 
get the changes or solutions 
needed. 


SGA plans events for Fall 


Despite the cold 
weather seeping its way 
into Jones County, the 
Student Government 
Association has continued 
to bring 
the heat to 
the JCJC 
Campus 
with 
numerous 
activities 
coming the 
Bobcats’ 
way. 

To kick 
off this year, SGA will host 
several events dedicated 
to building leadership 
in current students 
and contributing to the 
student body. On Oct. 
1 and 2, SGA will work 
with future students at 
senior preview day. On 
Oct. 1, the JCJC Senate 
and the officers will 
attend an Ellisville City 


Council meeting in the 
hopes of learning to be 
better leaders for the JCJC 
campus. 

On Oct. 8, a Town Hall 
Meeting will be held for 
the purpose of allowing 
JCJC students to express 
their grievances, ideas 
and opinions about Jones. 
SGA is currently looking 
into having administrators 
present to answer any 
questions. 

On Oct. 10, SGA will 
be giving cancer “the 
boot” with a one-of-a- 
kind dress up day. All 
students are encouraged 
to wear pink and boots in 
support of breast cancer 
awareness month. 

Just around the corner 
on Oct. 15 and 16, the 
SGA will conduct the 
annual Student Council 
Workshop. Young 

students from high 


schools and middle 
schools from all over 
southern Mississippi will 
have the opportunity to 
learn to be future leaders 
while having a blast. 

SGA members hope 
that, through this 
annual event, additional 
enthusiastic leaders can 
be made out of future 
college students. 

Then, on Oct. 24, SGA 
will host three events in 
one, including a Pep Rally, 
a Bonfire and a Movie 
Marathon. Although the 
time of each event is yet 
to be announced, both 
the Pep Rally and the 
Bonfire will take place at 
the Industrial Services 
building by the football 
stadium. 

Fall Freeze week, the 
last week of October, will 
start with a chill as SGA 
brings a number of events 


to the JCJC Campus. 
Students will run for their 
lives as hordes of zombies 
chase them in JCJC’s first 
ever Zombie Fun Run 
on Oct. 27. Following 
the on-campus zombie 
apocalypse, students can 
test their courage at SGA’s 
annual Movie Marathon 
on Oct. 28 and on Oct. 29, 
students can participate 
in the Pumpkin Carving, 
Haunted House and Dance 
that SGA will be hosting. 

After all of those 
zombies and scary movies, 
what better way to relax 
than to attend the on- 
campus Threads Church 
Night? All of this will be 
concluded with Treats in 
the Streets on Halloween 
Night. All bobcats are 
invited to come have a 
blast as candy, snacks and 
photo booths are provided 
to all attending students. 



Reed Cooley 
COLUMNIST 


Mini Sessions begin mid-October 


Ticket 

from page 2 

not designated parking lots. 

Ed Smith, vice president 
of Student Affairs, said 
that the number of parking 
tickets issued should be 
fairly consistent with 
previous semesters, but it 
is also too early to decipher 
the amount of tickets being 
written. 

“There are more than 
enough spaces to meet the 
campus’s parking needs. 
However, the majority 
of commuter parking is 
located on the perimeter 
of campus. With 5,000+ 
people on campus each 


day, students are often not 
going to be able to park 
right next to their class 
building,” Smith said. 

For a college the size 
of Jones, students have 
the unfortunate reality 
of walking to class. When 
students transfer to a 
university, they will most 
likely have to walk farther 
to class. 

“Each year, we take a 
comprehensive look at 
campus parking for possible 
improvements. We are 
looking at future options 
to develop more commuter 
parking on the south side 
of campus to better serve 
Jones Hall,” Smith said. 


Trevor Schwartz 

STAFF WRITER 

Students who need to 
add a class this semester 
have the option with nine 
mid-term mini-session 
classes, which will be 
offered from Oct. 16 - 
Dec.17. 

Mini sessions are ideal 
for students with little 
time on their hands and 
who need more flexible 
hours for work or other 
engagements. Saving time 
through the utilization 


of these courses may be 
the solution for students 
under pressure from tight 
schedules. 

Emails were sent out 
on Sept. 13 regarding 
registration for students 
interested in enrolling in 
mini-class sessions, which 
will be offered in online, 
hybrid or traditional 
format. The last day for 
registration is Oct. 17. 

Students enrolled in 
mini sessions will not be 
charged tuition fees but 
will have to pay for eBooks 


and applicable lab fees. 

Students dropping 
existing classes for mini 
sessions are requested 
to make changes on the 
same day in the Student 
Success Center. Students 
dropping online classes 
to enroll in mini sessions 
must email their online 
instructor and not 
the Student Success 
Center. After the course 
is confirmed dropped, 
students may go to the 
Student Success Center 
to enroll in their mini 


session. 

Several classes are 
available for online 
mini sessions such 
as Personal Financial 
Management, Computer 
Applications, Western 
Civilization I, Personal 
and Community Health 
I, Freshman Orientation, 
Music Appreciation and 
Introduction to Sociology. 

Other courses 
are taken in a hybrid 
format such as Anatomy 
and Physiology I and 
Intermediate Algebra. 


Bond 

from page 2 

The band is so excited 
about being able to show 
off all the hard work that 


XFactor 

from page 4 

performing anywhere at the 
moment, but he is always 
open for any performances. 
He’s released seven CDs: 


we have put into this fall’s 
show.” 

Additional information 
about the band can be 
found by calling JCJC’s Fine 
Arts Building or by visiting 
JCJC’s website. 


Freestyle Massacre, Wasted 
Muzik, Young Hustlas, Rap 
Affiliation, Unknown Rapper, 
Rapstar the Mixtape, and 
his recent mixtape, Silent 
Sounds. The sophomore 
plans to attend USM to 
major in music production. 


Syria 

from page 3 

our president and his 
[bipartisan] advisors - for 
surely they, as leaders of 
our country, know more 
about the situation in 
Syria than we do.” 

On an additional note, 
Moulds expressed his 
confusion as to the 
seemingly historical 
connection between 
Syria and Russia. 

Chad Garick, history 
professor at JCJC, also 


has his own formulated 
plans of action for the 
Syrian disaster. 

“Ideally, we would be 
able to depend on more 
intervention from the 
United Nations,” he said. 
“With this being said, 
however, it is not the 
United States’ duty to act 
as a global police force. 
In addition, a stronger 
reaction from our 
president should have 
been expected rather 
than an executive ‘blame 
game’ towards Congress. 
The enormously 


complicated essence of 
the situation does not 
make it easier to draw a 
final conclusion, either. 
With this being said, the 
absence of the United 
Nations’ intervention 
can sometimes entail 
an American moral 
obligation to save lives.” 

Garick said he believes 
someone within the 
Assad regime could 
be responsible for the 
recently committed 
Syrian genocides, given 
that it is highly unlikely 
that Syrian rebels could 


harness the power of 
chemical weapons. 

“Regardless, it is 
plausible to hold Assad 
responsible for these 
acts as the leader of his 
country,” Garick said. 

Despite the diversity of 
public opinion, a call for 
a change in the Middle 
East has resonated 
vehemently over the 
course of the past few 
weeks. Whether or 
not it is best, however, 
continues to remain 
an enigma among the 
public. 


Corrupt 

from page 3 

jobs where they are 
entrusted with power. 

Just last week news 
broke that the National 
Security Agency has 
admitted some of its 
employees spied on their 
love interests. Abusing 
the power they had to 
check into terrorism, 
they eavesdropped on cell 
phone calls of loved ones 
instead. 


Deen 

from page 3 

three shows featuring 
Deen, issued a statement 
saying it would “continue 
to monitor the situation.” 
It also stated, “Food 
Network does not tolerate 
any form of discrimination 
and is a strong proponent 
of diversity and inclusion.” 
Since the dismissal of 
the court case, it’s been 
announced that Deen 
will be back on the Food 
Network. 

If Deen had used this 
slur a year ago, I would 
not defend her. In her 
deposition, Deen said 


Nationally, it seems 
like elected officials 
are constantly putting 
themselves above the 
laws and rules of average 
citizens by performing 
acts that normal people 
would be fired or sent to 
jail for. However, because 
corruption reaches 

further up, these officials 
essentially only get a mere 
slap on the hand and a mild 
warning. Our Founding 
Fathers would frown upon 
the corruption in the 
government today. 


that she would not use 
that slur today. The Food 
Network, nor should 
any other corporation, 
punish Deen for a slur that 
occurred 25 years ago. 
Times change, people 
change, and, no matter 
how much we may regret 
something in our past, it 
cannot be rewritten. To 
move forward, we must 
leave the past behind, not 
only our own pasts, but 
also the pasts of others. 
If the Food Network truly 
wants to be an example 
of diversity and inclusion, 
it should include, and 
welcome, a woman who 
has been attacked for her 
distant past. 


Porter 

from page 4 

a large plant was 
delivered. I read the 
card and it was from the 
president, vice president, 
faculty and staff of JCJC. 
It came right when I 
needed it, and I was truly 
thankful to them for 
that.” 

Porter realizes that 
had he not dedicated 
his life to God and went 
on the mission trip to 
Washington, he would 
have never met the man 
that would one day save 
his life. 

“God knew the need I 
would have before I did so 
He brought us together, 
having our paths cross in 
this way.” He looks away 
thoughtfully, “I asked 
my donor, how can I 
thank you? How do you 
thank someone for doing 


something so great?” He 
pulls up his email and 
begins to read a message 
sent to him by his donor: 

“Frank- God has 
been so good through 
this whole process. I 
remember when I first 
read the Facebook post, 
I sat at my computer 
and wept. Not because I 
was worried about you... 
I knew God had you 
covered. But God was 
testifying to my spirit 
that He was going to let 
me be part of the really 
cool things that He was 
going to do. I am so 
honored to have been 
part of what He is doing 
in your life. It has been a 
life changing experience 
for me. It has been both 
humbling and edifying. 
At times I was terrified, 
but I found peace when 
I realized that my only 
hope was to trust in Him. 

“I remember waking 


up after surgery, and my 
first thought was ‘Oh no, 
what have I done!’ I’m 
glad that the worst of it 
was over so quickly. It 
made me realize what 
a sacrifice Jesus made 
for us. In reality, I did so 
little, and really didn’t do 
anything compared to 
what Jesus did. But going 
through it helped me to 
see a little more of just 
how much He loves me. 
I realize that Jesus’ love 
for me doesn’t fluctuate, 
but my love for Him does. 
The more that He reveals 
to me just how much He 
loves me, the more He 
enables me to love Him 
even more.” 

The donor’s words 
mirror the feelings of 
Porter; he sees his story 
as a story of God. 

“How it all came 
together, God had to be 
the one that put each 
piece into place,” Porter 


said. 

Now, two months post¬ 
surgery, there is still a 
long road ahead, with 
trips to Birmingham for 
check-ups and immune 
depressant pills he will 
take the rest of his life, 
but he is doing well and 
back at JCJC’s BSU. He 
has had many new doors 
open because of this 
experience. 

One door is the 
opportunity to be 
involved with something 
he has always loved, The 
Olympics. Porter has 
viewed the Olympics 
twice in other countries 
and is looking forward to 
being a part of a group 
that has overcome great 
odds, the Transplant 
Olympics, which will be 
held in Houston, Texas 
in 2014. Porter hopes to 
compete, and of course, 
win in the 2014 Summer 
Transplant Games. 
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JCJC Fall Blood Drive 
surpasses 300 goal 


Jessica Blackwell 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

JCJC and United Blood 
Services hosted a fall 
blood drive September 
23-25 in the P.E. building, 
exceeding their set goal 
for the three-day event. 

United Blood Services 
collected 325 pints of 
blood, which exceeded the 
300-pint goal. A total of 
413 students, faculty and 
staff signed up to help save 
a life. “When one person 
gives blood, that one unit 
is broken into three parts; 
so, if 300 units of blood are 
collected, we are going to 
benefit 900 patients,” said 
Beverly Clark, UBS senior 
donor representative. 

The blood drive 
benefited State Trooper 
Renard Harper who 
was recently injured in 
a collision, resulting in 
his undergoing several 
surgeries and blood 
transfusions. 

Students from programs 
such as Radiology, the LPN 
program, and Marketing 
volunteered at the drive by 
handing out refreshments 


and Saints themed 
T-shirts. United Blood 
Services recently began 
using kiosks where donors 
complete the required 
donor questionnaire 
online. Blood type 

O-positive and O-negative 
are the main blood types 
that United Blood Services 
uses, but all blood types 
are needed. O-negative is 
the universal donor type, 
so when there is a trauma, 
patients will receive blood 
type O-negative. Blood 
type O-positive is the 
most ordered and the 
most common blood type. 

Beverly Clark said she 
would like to personally 
thank Jones County Junior 
College for hosting this 
blood drive as well as the 
students, faculty and staff 
who took time out of their 
busy schedules to donate 
blood. United Blood 
Services will be back on 
campus Wednesday, Dec. 
4 for the Holiday Blood 
Drive. Students who wish 
to donate blood can go to 
www.unitedbloodservices. 
org to schedule an 
appointment for that day. 



JCJC instructor Kim Bridges gives blood with Ubi, the United 
Blood Services mascot, offering encouragement, during the 
Fall Blood Drive. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 




Homecoming 
Court 2013 

JCJC’s Homecoming Court was elected by the student 
body in September. Members of the court are, back 
row, left to right, Dana Arender, sophomore maid; 
Shamia Leverette, student body maid; Whitney 
Smith, sophomore maid; front row, left to right, 

Rachel Savage, freshman maid; Emily Miller, queen; 
and Kiwanda Kelly, freshman maid. The Queen 
and her court will participate in the Homecoming 
Parade and during half-time festivities during JCJC’s 
Homecoming, set for Saturday, Oct. 26. Photo by Jessica 
Blackwell 


Entrance 

from page 1 

“Convenience and safety 
will be two of the largest 
benefits to our students,” 
said Carter. “In addition 
to a new route into 
campus, larger groups of 
students coming from the 
southern portion of our 
district will experience 
the convenience of a new 
route onto the campus; this 
convenience will translate 
into safety as students will 
no longer have to worry 
about sharing roads with 
log trucks. Not to mention 
the new alternative that will 
be presented to travelers 
going to and from football 
games.” 

Commissioner King 
mentioned other benefits 
of the new structure. 

“The Highway 590 
Extension Project will not 


only benefit residents of 
the area and improve the 
safety of those commuting 
to JCJC, but it will minimize 
traffic congestion in 
downtown Ellisville,” King 
said. 

Tim Waldrup, mayor 
of Ellisville, announced 
during his speech how the 
new bridge would affect 
Ellisville’s economy. “I 
believe that the biggest 
benefit of this project is that 
it will be a new economic 
corridor for the city of 
Ellisville,” Waldrup said. 

It is predicted that parts 
of the road will open in 
October with full access 
available by Although 
the campus’ newest 
constructive breakthrough 
has a long road ahead of 
it, this milestone is sure to 
introduce advancements in 
expansion, improvement, 
and accessibility to the 
campus and community. 



A google image of the JCJC Highway 590 extension entrance. 



Meet the 
Bobcats 

This year, Jones County Junior College’s 
annual “Meet the Bobcats” event took place 
Aug. 22 in downtown Ellisville. The JCJC 
cheerleaders led the crowd in several cheers. 
The men and women’s soccer teams and 
basketball teams were then introduced. The 
Bobcat mascot was on hand to shake hands 
and give hugs to both the young and old in 
the crowd. 

Top photo, football player Victor Jenkins 
greets the crowd; middle photo, Lauren 
Carpenter cheers for the Bobcats; bottom 
photo, Bruiser the Bobcat waves to children in 
the audience. Photos by Jessica Blackwell 


Adventurer Dean Jacobs speaks to Honors College 


Ariel Young 

NEWS EDITOR 

On Sept. 23, world 
traveler Dean Jacobs visited 
Dr. Mark Taylor’s Honors 
students and spoke to them 
about his adventures. 

Originally from 

Freemont, Nebraska, Jacobs 
attended school in Wayne, 
Nebraska, and worked for 
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals for 
10 years. In 2001, he quit 
his job and sold his house 
to embark on his dream of 
traveling the globe. 

“I’m just an ordinary guy 
from Nebraska who had a 
dream he couldn’t quite let 
go of,” Jacobs said during his 
talk with Taylor’s students. 


Jacobs’s first trip lasted 
from 2001 to 2003 and 
covered 28 countries. 
During this two-year trip, 
Jacobs’s daily budget was 
around $10-$15 per day. He 
said he always used public 
transportation whenever 
available; and if he bought 
a vehicle while in a country, 
he always resold the vehicle 
for the same amount. 

His frugal spending and 
saving allowed him to travel 
nonstop for 22 months his 
first trip. While traveling, 
Jacobs stayed with whoever 
would give him shelter, and 
he said the people and their 
kindness are what made 
his trip so worthwhile. In 
fact, during his travels, he 


witnessed an Australian 
child holding a candlelight 
service in memory and 
prayer of those Americans 
affected by Sept. 11, 2001. 

“Life’s too short to be 
pushing your way through 
things that don’t bring 
you joy,” Jacobs said. He 
encouraged others to 
follow their dreams, no 
matter the dream or the 
cost. 

Jacobs himself continues 
to follow his dream of 
world exploration, and he 
provides others a window 
into his world through his 
photographs and writings. 
His work, story and more 
can be found at www. 
deanjacobs.org. 



1 _ 

Guest speaker Dean Jacobs speaks to Honors College students about living on a budget 
while traveling the world. Photo by Jessica Blackwell 













































